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A  Package  of 
Good  Seed 

Mary  Kerr  Duguid 

(Mrs.  James  Duguid,  Jr.) 

XT  was  early  summer  and  a 
glorious  day!  The  after¬ 
noon  sun  filtered  in  glints 
of  gold  through  the  luxuriant 
vine  which  shaded  the  quiet 
porch.  A  gentle  breeze  just 
stirred  the  leaves  and  the 
mingled  fragrance  of  roses  and 
honeysuckle  filled  the  air.  After 
a  long,  hot  walk  how  inviting  it 
all  looked — the  cheery  equipment 
of  gaily-cushioned  chairs  and 
comfortable  hammock;  the  baby 
of  the  family  fast  asleep  in  his 
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own  special  and  secluded  corner ; 
and  my  kind  hostess  dispensing 
ice-cold  lemonade  and  feathery 
sponge-cake  to  me,  her  tired 
guest.  Yet  even  with  all  this  on 
that  summer  afternoon  it  was 
my  spirit  which  received  the 
truest  refreshment. 

“You  will  never  know  what 
your  coming  every  three  months 
has  meant  to  me!”  my  hostess 
was  saying.  “I  was  so  lonely 
and  felt  out  of  the  things  that 
meant  life  to  me  away  back  home. 
I  had  enjoyed  our  Young  Wom¬ 
an’s  Society  and  our  Christian 
Endeavor  meetings,  and  though 
my  husband,  babies  and  home 
were  most  precious  I  felt  I  was 
losing  my  grip  on  God  and  the 
things  of  His  Kingdom.  Meals, 
sewing  and  the  daily  household 
duties  took  up  so  much  time  that 
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the  higher  things  were  being 
crowded  out.  Then  one  day  you 
came,  in  such  a  friendly  way, 
with  that  wonderful  big  enve¬ 
lope  just  full  of  good  things — 
Woman's  Work,  The  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Monthly ,  The  Year  Book  of 
Prayer  for  Missions ,  interesting 
stories  and  the  latest  news  from 
the  mission  field — saying  if  I 
would  read  the  literature  pro¬ 
vided  I  might  become  an  Asso¬ 
ciate  Member  of  your  Society.  I 
must  confess  I  wanted  to  tell  you 
I  couldn’t  find  time  for  reading, 
then  I  heard  you  say  you  would 
call  on  me  every  three  months 
with  new  reading  matter,  and 
that  settled  it.  We  have  so  few 
callers,  I  am  so  far  from  my 
very  own  folk  and  girlhood 
friends  that  I  just  could  not 
allow  such  a  chance  for  compan- 
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ionship  to  slip.  And  what  a  joy 
it  has  been!  I  read  the  stories 
and  tell  them  to  the  children. 
Their  eager  questions  about  the 
far-away  people  send  us  to  the 
Atlas.  With  my  husband's  help 
we  mark  the  mission  stations, 
and  journey  from  land  to  land 
using  our  imagination  freely." 

“And  did  you  do  anything 
with  The  Year  Book  of  Prayer  ?” 
I  asked. 

“Yes,  indeed,  The  Year  Book 
is  best  of  all.  Korea  was  the 
subject  of  prayer  for  the  month 
we  started,  and  one  of  our  best 
friends  being  a  missionary  there 
it  was  a  great  privilege  to  join 
so  many  people  in  prayer  for 
her.  The  children,  too,  loved 
adding  the  name  of  the  mission¬ 
aries  to  their  ‘God  bless  Father 
and  Mother.  ’  It  fairly  lifted  me 
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out  of  self  to  know  I  could  bring 
God’s  blessing  down  on  those 
who  were  telling  the  Gospel 
story  to  the  eager  Koreans.  My 
husband  and  I  were  surprised  to 
learn  from  the  Year  Booh  that 
in  Korea  and  other  countries 
there  are  so  many  churches, 
schools  and  hospitals.  We  had 
not  realized  the  great  Church  on 
the  Mission  Field.  We  are  happy 
to  work  there  through  our  pray¬ 
ers  and  gifts  and  to  be  ‘world- 
citizens.  ’  And,  you  know,  pray¬ 
ing  for  the  Kingdom  and  knowing 
about  the  work  at  home  and 
abroad  aroused  us  to  make  a 
real  effort  to  go  to  church,  and, 
though  it  is  a  long  journey,  we 
have  been  taking  turns,  and 
soon  the  children  will  be  ready 
for  Sunday-school.” 

As  my  hostess  was  speaking 
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my  heart  was  singing  with  glad¬ 
ness.  I  had  prayed  so  earnestly 
that  He  would  use  the  leaflets 
and  Year  Book  and  here  was  His 
answer  “above  all  I  could  ask, 
or  think!” 

“I  thank  you  for  telling  me 
all  this,”  I  exclaimed,  “and  I 
want  you  to  know  I  have  en¬ 
joyed  all  my  calls  on  you  and 
looked  forward  to  them  eagerly, 
our  friendship  has  been  so 
happy !  Associate  friends  are 
real  friends.  Business  girls  and 
teachers  are  associate  members. 
They  cannot  come  to  the  Auxil¬ 
iary  meeting,  and  yet  want  to 
have  a  part  in  this  great  work 
and  be  intelligent  on  the  subject, 
so  they  eagerly  read  the  litera¬ 
ture  provided.  Some  of  the 
teachers  use  our  missionary  news 
as  1  Current  Events  9  and  our 
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material  is  splendid  for  ‘  Folks  in 
Other  Lands’  studies.  I  have  on 
my  list  dear  old  saints  who  are 
no  longer  able  to  go  to  the  mis¬ 
sionary  meetings  but  love  to 
have  literature  and  the  news  of 
the  Society  brought  to  them. 
How  their  eyes  sparkle  as  they 
tell  of  the  small  beginnings  of 
missionary  work  in  the  long  ago 
and  compare  it  with  the  great 
evangelistic,  educational  and 
medical  work  of  today.  It  is  a 
joy  to  fit  the  material  for  the 
envelopes  to  the  needs  of  the 
different  members ;  ‘  Intercessory 
Foreign  Missionaries  ’  and  ‘  Pray 
Without  Ceasing’  for  those  who 
are  the  Lord’s  remembrancers; 
plenty  of  stories  for  mothers  of 
young  children  who  enjoy  Afri¬ 
can  Adventurers ,  The  Book  He 
Bought  for  an  Egg  and  Mother 
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Goose  Missionary  Rhymes ;  and 
the  latest  news  from  the  field, 
often  in  the  form  of  Airplane 
Messages,  for  my  teacher 
friends.  ’  ’ 

“I  count  it  one  of  the  real 
joys  of  life  to  be  an  Associate 
member,  ’  ’  my  hostess  said  in 
farewell.  “I  love  your  visits 
and  our  friendship  has  devel¬ 
oped  into  real  Christian  fellow¬ 
ship.’  ’ 

Do  you  wonder  that  the  walk 
home  that  lovely  afternoon  was 
“A  walk  with  the  King,”  and 
a  prayer  for  the  extension  of 
His  Kingdom  in  many  hearts 
and  homes  throughout  the  land 
and  in  many  faraway  places 
across  the  sea  through  Associate 
Membership  ? 
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Have  You  a  Department  For 
Associate  Membership? 

“Enlarge  the  glace  of  thy  tent,  and 
let  them  stretch  forth  the  curtains  of 
thy  habitation,  spare  not :  lengthen  thy 
cords  and  strengthen  thy  stakes.  For 
thou  shalt  spread  abroad  on  the  right 
hand  and  on  the  left,  and  thy  seed 
shall  possess  the  nations  and  make 
the  desolate  cities  to  be  inhabited  ” 
Isa.,  54:2. 

We  feel  this  is  God’s  challenge  to 
us  today,  just  as  truly  as  it  was  to 
Carey  in  the  long  ago  and  just  as 
wonderful  results  await  our  efforts, 
for  God’s  arm  is  not  shortened.  One 
aim  of  the  Woman’s  Missionary  So¬ 
ciety  is  to  have  every  woman,  young 
woman  and  child  in  the  Church  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  missionary  work  of  the 
Kingdom. 

THE  DEPARTMENT  FOR  ASSO¬ 
CIATE  MEMBERS  enlists  profes¬ 
sional  and  other  business  women,  busy 
mothers,  aged,  invalid  and  other 
women  who  by  force  of  circumstances 
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are  prevented  from  attending  mission¬ 
ary  meetings ;  it  fosters  systematic 
missionary  reading;  sends  interested 
callers  to  homes  deprived  of  contact 
with  missionary  activities;  enjoins 
and  magnifies  intercessory  prayer. 

WRITE  TO  YOUR  DISTRICT 
SECRETARY  FOR  HELP. 


Reprinted  from  Women’s  Work. 
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Associate  9vf  ember  shift  ‘Deftartment 

The  Woman's  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.A. 

156  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York 


